About our project ...~ .

[ You Make Math Possible validates recommendations
that help parents and caregivers of 6th-10th graders
support math learning. Through iterative testing,

the project builds practical, evidence-informed
messages on struggle, relevance, and the importance
of parental support to students’ math success.

NOTE: These findings reflect initial learnings from the midway point of the project.

Findings from advisory boards, focus groups, interviews, and surveys with families across four states showed several
consistent patterns:

- Reframing struggle as growth increased hope and willingness to engage. Messages such as “Struggling is normal—and
success is possible” reduced guilt and anxiety and helped parents view difficulty as part of learning, making them more
likely to seek support.

- Affirming parents’ existing strengths boosted confidence. Asset-based phrases like “You have the power to help” made
parents feel more capable and increased intentions to
click on links or explore resources.
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Top learnings about process &

Building effective math messages requires an iterative design with parents, advisors, and the Community
of Practice. This included focus groups, interviews, Advisory Board input, A/B testing, and multiple rounds of
message design and revision, culminating in a sequenced messaging plan (linked below). Shifting narratives
requires ongoing, connected messaging. Additional design principles guiding this work are linked below.

Explore our Parent Messaging Map—
research-tested messages you can
adapt for materials, testing, or outreach.
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to strengthen your parent-
facing math messages.




